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The conclusion of the spring 
semester brought with it a very 
auspicious occasion -  the ground­
breaking for the Daemen Center 
for Information, Research, and 
Community Programs. As I have 
said since the inception of this 
endeavor, I believe that this is the 
most important project since the 
founding of the college.
Through the years, the campus 
has changed considerably -  recall 
that Rosary Hill began with just 
one building. As the College grew 
and expanded, structures were 
added for classrooms, athletics, as 
well as other important aspects of 
campus life -  such as Wick Center, 
for example.
spring/summer 2007
For the better part of the history 
of the College, Marian Library has 
ably served our students, faculty, 
and administrators. But as we 
all know, over the last 10 years, 
especially, the function of a college 
or university library has changed 
almost as dramatically as the 
ways in which we send, receive, 
and digest information. With the 
advent of the Internet, and the 
virtually limitless trove of informa­
tion that is available to us, it is 
clear that any top-flight academic 
library now has to provide much 
more than books to the campus 
community. A library now is, in 
a very real sense, the learning 
center of the campus, a place 
where information is made avail­
able in ways befitting the 21st 
century. And we very firmly 
believe that the Center for 
Information, Research, and 
Community Programs will fulfill 
that goal, and much more.
We are pleased with the progress 
of Anthologies, our capital cam­
paign launched to raise funding 
for the Center. And, we are 
very excited to have received a 
$900,000 challenge grant from 
The Kresge Foundation as part of 
the campaign. Anthologies is the 
most comprehensive fund-raising 
campaign in the College’s history,
and we are extremely grateful 
to The Kresge Foundation for 
their very significant support. 
This welcome news will prove 
to be a tremendous advantage as 
we continue our work to finish 
this campaign.
We will need the assistance of 
every one of our many friends and 
supporters as we enter the final 
stretch of the campaign. I want to 
express our sincere gratitude to 
those of you who have made the 
choice to be a part of this project. 
Whether you are one of our 
alumnae, a friend, family member 
of a current Daemen student, or 
another member of the Daemen 
community, we want and need 
your continued support as we 
work to complete this historic 
campaign. On behalf of Daemen 
College, thank you.























Right: Glen Woike, Head Librarian, at the groundbreaking ceremony fo r  the 
Center fo r  Information, Research, and Community Programs.
Cover: A view o f the new Center, designed by Perry Dean Rodgers/Partners.
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• was an auspicious time to 
begin something new: flowering 
trees on the Daemen campus were 
heavy with buds, and a rain shower 
earlier in the day had left the earth 
pliant beneath the blades of a row 
of golden shovels. Never before in 
the 60 years since its founding had 
the College pursued a project of this 
magnitude. The May 15 ground­
breaking for the new Center for 
Information, Research, and
Right, from top: Daemen President Dr. Martin J. 
Anisman welcomes the Daemen Community at 
the groundbreaking ceremony.
Steven Foote, of the Perry Dean Rodger/Partners 
of Boston architectural team that designed the 
Daemen Center for Information, Research, and 
Community Programs.
Caroline Hassett Buerk ’59, Chair of the Daemen 
College Board of Trustees, and Co-Chair of the 
Anthologies campaign.
Community Programs marked 
“the most important project in the 
history of the College,” Daemen 
President Dr. Martin J. Anisman 
told the assembled crowd.
From the construction site in 
front of Duns Scotus Hall, it was 
easy to imagine how the new Center 
will transform the Daemen campus, 
both aesthetically and academically. 
Scheduled to open in the fall of 
2008, the Center will house a rich 
collection of print and electronic 
materials with access to major 
databases across the nation; offer a 
comfortable setting for individual 
or group study; connect students 
and faculty with a full complement 
of computers, scanners, and other 
technological support to enrich 
learning and teaching, while deliver­
ing the convenience of wireless 
Internet access; and concentrate the 
College’s academic support programs 
in one location. The package will 
be wrapped in an environmentally 
progressive design that will establish 
Daemen as a “green” leader among 
the region’s academic institutions.
Contrasting the planned Center 
for Information, Research, and 
Community Programs with the exist­
ing 1950’s - era Marian Library which 
opened when she was a student here, 
Daemen Trustee Caroline Hassett 
Buerk ’59, noted that the field of 
information technology “has grown 
thousandfold” over the past 50 years. 
The new Center will equip Daemen 
students to conduct research on a far 
broader scale, at both the undergrad­
uate and graduate levels.
Hassett Buerk co-chairs Anthologies: 
The Campaign for Daemen, an $11.5 
million capital campaign, the greatest 
fund-raising venture in Daemen’s 
history. With a cost of $10 million, 
the Center is the financial armature 
of the Campaign; the balance of the 
Campaign total, $1.5 million, will be 
used to build the Daemen endow­
ment to generate funds for student 
scholarships.
The College scored a campaign 
coup this March when the prestigious 
Kresge Foundation awarded Daemen 
a challenge grant of $900,000. 
Astonishingly, said Daemen Capital 
Campaign Director Dr. Jennifer Koch 
Gibson, the College had submitted 
a request for only $750,000, and 
Kresge Foundation officials added 
the substantial increase unasked.
Announcing the award in a letter 
to the College, Rip Rapson, President 
and CEO of The Kresge Foundation, 
wrote, “Daemen’s commitment to 
service, learning, and promoting 
the involvement of its students in 
the community is admirable. Our 
consideration also took note of the 
institution's role in providing access 
to higher education for minorities in
the region.” The award and unsolicited 
increase in grant monies are especially 
remarkable because competition for 
Kresge grants is keen, and applications 
are accepted from all over the world.
The funds are contingent on meet­
ing the stated challenge, so the college 
must achieve the campaign goal during 
the next year. Having witnessed the 
generous response of alumni, faculty, 
staff, corporations and friends of the 
College, the campaign staff and leader­
ship are confident that the challenge 
will be successfully met.
Admissions Director Donna 
Shaffner said the Center represents 
“the next step in the constant modern­
ization that’s happening on campus” 
and is a natural complement to 
the College’s new residence halls. 
Prospective students and their parents, 
30% of whom come to Daemen from 
outside a 100-mile radius, appreciate 
the park-like beauty and safe suburban 
setting of the campus, she said, but 
they also want “a facility that’s going 
to support a higher level of learning.
“We’re a community of learners,” 
Shaffner said. “This building embodies 
the mission of this campus already.”
When the earth had been turned 
and the shovels laid aside, Shaffner 
threaded her way among the guests 
at the post-ceremony reception 
in the Lumsden Gymnasium and 
watched the gathering from a quiet 
comer. “The students are very excited 
about this,” she said. “Most of them 
who are here currently will be able to 
experience the building.”
Shaffner views the Center’s 
advanced energy-efficient features as 
evidence of the College’s overarching 
concern for the world at large. That
concern drives the popularity of 
Daemen’s academic programs in edu­
cation and the health professions, in 
the College’s many service projects 
that benefit the community, and in 
study-abroad programs that engage 
Daemen students with people in 
countries as far distant as China. 
Through the creation of the Center 
for Information, Research, and 
Community Programs and the fund­
ing of student scholarships, donors 
to the Daemen Capital Campaign 
promote those endeavors and attest 
to the common principles of the 
Daemen community. “The mission of 
helping others and being committed 
to the environment is ingrained in 
the personality of the College,” 
Shaffner said. “It’s a reflection of 
what we believe. It’s hot that this is 
the wave of the future, but the belief 
on this campus that we must take 
care of our world—the people, the 
land, the natural environment. I’m 
very proud of that.”
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Left, from top: Dr. Martin Anisman led a toast following the 
groundbreaking ceremonies.
(L-R) Daemen Trustee Gregory M. Oehler, Daemen Nursing 
Department Chair Dr. Mary Lou Rusin, and Dr. Edwin G. Clausen, 
Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of the College.
Left and below: Rendering views by artist Robert Comazzi show a 
night view looking across a green-scape from the vantage point of 
the existing Lumsden Gymnasium entrance, and a day view from 
the Main Street entrance drive.
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' techniques to his class c. 1958.
Before James Kuo began a new painting, recaus 
former student Bunny Leighton )61} ) he sat before 
the easel, “centering his mind, staring a t the paper,
en closing his eyes, contemplating, imagining
When the brush went on, it was a stroke o f genius. 
It was fmagic time.5”
During Kuo's 57~year tenure as an a rt professor
a t Daemen College, hundreds o f students
enced tha t “magic time,” absorbing through both 
example and direct instruction Kuo's spiritual and 
ilosophical approach to  art.
Recently Agnes Kuo and her three daughters
presented Daemen College with severa
bu lher 1late 1huslband a g ift tha t will extend h
campus com mu
influence to  new generations o f students and to  the 
nity a t large. “He said, ‘When you 
look a t a painting, you are communicating with the 
a rtis t,'" remembers Mrs. Kuo.


A native of China, James Kwang Yuan 
Kuo embarked on his lifelong journey 
through the art world at the age of 
ten, mastering the subtleties of callig­
raphy and brushwork before studying 
at both the Suzhou Art Institute and 
Anqing School of Art. His talent and 
potential were recognized with a 
scholarship that enabled him to fulfill 
his dream of further study in the 
United States. In 1949 he completed 
a master’s degree in painting at the 
University of Missouri, and subse­
quently joined the faculty of Mount 
Mary College in Milwaukee.
“He liked to teach, being with the 
students and seeing the students 
develop their own work,” says Mrs. 
Kuo. When Rosary Hill College, now 
Daemen, offered him a teaching post 
in 1955, he was weighing offers from 
other institutions as well, she adds.
But Kuo was attracted by Rosary Hill’s 
proximity to the world-renowned 
Albright-Knox Art Gallery—and by 
the opportunity to help build the 
college’s fine arts program.
Proficient in a variety of media, 
over the years Kuo developed studios 
that gave his students greater breadth. 
He began with watercolor and ceram­
ics, branching out to sculpture, 
metal craft, and printmaking, and by 
the 1960s, the size and scope of the 
program were unsurpassed by any 
other college or university in the 
Buffalo area.
While guiding his students in the 
development of their style and tech­
nique, Kuo continued to refine his 
own. In 1962 he was honored at the 
Chautauqua National Exhibition of 
American Art, and in 1964 his work 
won Best in Show at the Falls of 
Niagara Exhibition. He became one of 
the region’s most prominent artists, 
creating works that were sought by 
private collectors, banks and major 
corporations, and the Albright-Knox.
Often centered in nature, Kuo’s
works inspire through subtle sugges­
tion, notes Agnes Kuo. His watercolor 
Reflection #1, for example, brings to 
mind a mountain, rocks, and a 
bridge—themes familiar in many 
classical Chinese works—but “you 
don’t see actual detail.” He champi­
oned that impressionistic approach in 
the classroom, according to Bunny 
Leighton, whose own 32-year career 
as an art teacher was profoundly influ­
enced by Kuo: “He taught me a prin­
ciple that I carried into my teaching: 
using your mind’s eye to see.”
James Allen, professor of art at 
Daemen, observed in his notes for a 
1997-98 retrospective exhibition that 
Kuo’s work rewarded “all but the most 
insensitive or jaded viewer with lin­
gering sensations bordering on awe 
and spiritual renewal, not unlike feel­
ings provoked in the presence of 
nature’s most impressive places.” 
Patient and kind, Kuo also left a 
lasting impression on University at 
Buffalo Professor of English James 
Bunn, who took courses from Kuo at 
Daemen and later wrote about those
experiences for an exhibition catalog. 
Bunn remembered how Kuo’s instruc­
tion wove together art and philosophy: 
“There is no eraser for ink drawing,” 
Kuo told his students. “Just leave the 
mistakes. Even masters leave marks, 
but somehow it works out in the final 
composition. Just work around it.”
Though passionate about the 
importance of art in everyday life, Kuo 
never prodded his three daughters to 
follow in his footsteps, says Agnes 
Kuo. Rather, he “just took them to 
museums and let them look.” But sur­
rounded as they were by the vibrant 
colors of their father’s paintings, and 
witnessing daily the magic that trans­
formed his canvases, it should not 
surprise anyone that all three—Anna, 
Nina, and Donna—became artists in 
their own right.
By making this historic gift to 
Daemen College, James Kuo’s family 
shares with us the legacy of an 
extraordinary artist, teacher, and men­
tor whose interpretation of the world 






The catastrophic flu pandemic of 
1919 took from Herbert Eckert both 
his father and his future chance of a 
college education. Ju st four years old 
at the time, he was the youngest of 
three children, for whom their mother 
became the sole provider. Eventually 
the Great Depression delivered another 
blow as the family lost their home and 
went to live with relatives. Financial 
pressures trumped schooling, com­
pelling the boy to drop out of high 
school so he could go to work to help 
keep food on the table.
But with initiative, determination, 
and a keen intellect, Herbert Eckert 
far outstripped the limits of his formal 
education. Serving in the Pacific 
Theatre during World War II, he 
supervised the construction of roads, 
bridges, airstrips, buildings, water 
systems, and other critical structures. 
In the postwar years, he founded his 
own construction company, Herbert 
Eckert, Inc., and became a major force
in the development of Western New 
York, planning and building homes, 
schools, supermarkets, and churches.
Largely self-educated, throughout 
his life he read voraciously, building 
his understanding of an extensive 
range of subjects. His daughter, Daemen 
College Professor of Accounting Dr. 
Linda Kuechler, recalls vividly how he 
treasured in particular the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, which he read faithfully 
every evening.
When Herbert Eckert died in 2005 
at the age of 90, his family paid tribute 
to his love of education by establish­
ing the Herbert B. Eckert Memorial 
Scholarship. The award is presented 
to a Daemen College student who is 
entering the fifth year of the B.S./M.S. 
program in Professional Accountancy, 
and who exemplifies the high ethical 
standards that Mr. Eckert upheld in 
both his personal and professional life.
“He was a great supporter of edu­
cation and wanted his children to be 
well-educated,” says Dr. Kuechler. “He 
would be gready honored to know 
that a college scholarship was named 
after him.” _
THE ROBERT M  MURPHY 
MEMORIAL ENDOWED 
FUND (FOR STUDY IN 
IRELAND)
“Education is not the filling of a 
pail,” observed the great Irish poet 
William Buder Yeats, “but the lighting 
of a fire.” In years to come, as 
students from Yeats’ homeland and 
students from Daemen College travel 
back and forth across the Adantic, 
they will nurture the spark of that fire 
in a deeper understanding of each 
other’s cultures.
That would have pleased Robert 
Murphy. When he died in November 
2006, his wife of 30 years, Daemen 
College Professor of Chemistry Dr. 
Kathleen Murphy, established a schol­
arship fund that will underwrite travel 
expenses to enable Daemen students 
to study in Ireland, and their Irish 
counterparts to study at Daemen.
While a student-exchange program 
is already in place at the college, Dr. 
Murphy notes that the opportunity to 
participate may be out of reach for
10
students who cannot afford the travel 
costs on top of tuition. The fund hon­
oring her husband will help remove 
that obstacle. “Since travel expenses 
are what usually get in the way of the 
study-abroad experience for some stu­
dents, I thought this would do the 
most good,” Dr. Murphy explains.
The Murphys saw firsthand how 
study abroad enriched the education 
of their daughter, Jennifer ’05, who 
studied in both Ireland and Italy dur­
ing her years at Daemen. Travel 
“opens students’ eyes,” her mother 
says. “I think you develop much more 
tolerance when you travel. Our 
daughter is more open-minded 
because of that experience.”
By supporting student exchange 
with Ireland, Dr. Murphy honors her 
husband’s Irish heritage. The grandson 
of immigrants who came to America 
shortly before the turn of the century, 
Robert Murphy was an electrochemist 
and industry consultant.
He was also a helpful and enthusi­
astic partner in his wife’s involvement 
with the Daemen College student- 
exchange program. The couple wel­
comed Finnish and German students 
to their Thanksgiving table and intro­
duced Irish students to the wonder of 
Niagara Falls. Robert Murphy’s affinity 
for Ireland grew stronger when he and 
his wife visited the country to make 
arrangements for the exchange. “He 
came to love the country and the peo­
ple,” says Dr. Murphy.
“He was a very kind and generous 
man. This is in keeping with his gen­
erosity and the value of what travel 




Throughout the eighteen months of 
his life, every hour of every day, Paiten 
Meyers-Brogan was embraced by the 
love of his parents, Amanda Meyers 
and Michael Brogan, and their extend­
ed family and an ever-widening circle 
of friends.
Even before Paiten’s birth, his 
parents knew that his stay with them 
would be brief. Seven months into 
Amanda’s pregnancy, she and Michael 
learned that their baby had hydranen- 
cephaly, a rare and ultimately fatal 
neurological condition. Yet they deter­
mined that his life would be a joy for 
him and for others, and so it was.
“Paiten visited Daemen several 
times during his short life and became 
well known to many on campus,” says 
his paternal grandfather, Dr. Michael 
S. Brogan, Dean of the Division of 
Health and Human Services. “He 
brought to our lives the true essence of 
perseverance, commitment, and love.”
The loss of the family’s beloved 
baby in February 2006 was tempered 
by the kindness of the faculty, staff, 
administrators, and students of the 
Daemen community, he adds. They 
were “a pillar of support during some 
very difficult times. We will be forever 
grateful for all that they provided: 
compassion, understanding, and 
prayers.”
In Paiten’s memory, the Meyers 
and Brogan families created the Paiten 
J. Meyers-Brogan Scholarship Fund to 
benefit Daemen College students who 
have a disability. It is their wish that 
this gift may lighten the burdens 
borne by others, and that each 
December, members of the campus 
community will gather for an evening 
of fellowship and celebration, reaf­
firming the immortality of love and 
the importance of a single life.




Wilkins has joined 
Daemen as an Aid 
Counselor in the 
Financial Aid Office. 
She holds an M A. in 
Humanities and a B.A.; 
both degrees are from 
the State University of 
New York at Buffalo. Renee has worked 
as a tutor in the Daemen Learning 
Center; previous to her new position at 
Daemen, she was Assistant Registrar at 
D’Youville College in Buffalo.
Cheryl Mulvey has 
joined the Admissions 
Office, where she will 
work as an admissions 
clerk and student 
work-study supervisor. 
She was previously 
employed at Grand 
Island High School as 
a monitor. Cheryl and her husband 
Larry live in Grand Island with their 
4 children, 3 dogs and 2 cats.
Joe Pagano has been 
named Admissions 
Counselor, where he 
manages students 
transferring to Daemen. 
Pagano graduated 
from Fredonia State 
College with a B.S. in 
Communication in 
December 2001; he also holds an M.S. 
in Student Personnel Administration 
from Buffalo State College. His college 
experience comes from a Graduate 
Assistantship in Multicultural Education 
from Medaille College; as a Peer Educator 
in Health Promotions at Buffalo State 
College; and, most recently, an Internship 
in Athletics at Erie Community College.
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Scott Rowe has 
joined the Daemen 
Admissions Office, 
where he will be 
involved with recruit­
ment, interviewing 
students and meeting 
with families; he will 
also serve as the 
admissions liaison with the Gersh 
Experience. Scott holds an M.S. in 
Student Personnel Administration from 
SUNY College at Buffalo. He also holds 
a B.A. in Sociology from SUNY College 
at Geneseo. Prior to coming to Daemen, 
Rowe served as an Admissions Counselor 
for five years at Trocaire College. Rowe 
and his wife Jennifer have a 2-year-old 
daughter. They are expecting their sec­
ond child by the time Daemen Today 
goes to print!
Faculty
Dr. Gregg Ford, B.S., M.S., D.P.T., 
Assistant Professor in the Daemen 
College Physical Therapy Program, has 
been recognized as the top instructor in 
the nation currently 
teaching orthopaedic 
curriculum. Ford 
holds a Doctorate of 
Physical Therapy 
Degree, as well as a 
Master’s and Bachelor 
of Science degrees. 
All of his degrees are 
from Daemen College.
Given by American Physical Therapy 
Association’s (APTA) Orthopaedic 
Section, this award recognizes excellence 
in instructing OPT principles and tech­
niques through the acknowledgement of 
an individual with exemplary teaching 
skills. Instructors nominated for this 
award must devote the majority of their 
professional career to student education, 
serving as a mentor and role model with 
evidence of strong student rapport.
The APTA states “As a faculty mem­
ber teaching in both the entry-level and 
post-professional DPT programs at 
Daemen, Ford epitomizes the role of a 
teacher, mentor, clinician, and clinical 
researcher.”
Since joining the Physical Therapy 
Department at Daemen College in 2001, 
he has served as an instructor in numer­
ous facets of the academic program. He 
has been an instructor for the Kinesiology, 
Biomechanics, Musculoskeletal rehabili­
tation, Diagnostic Imaging, as well as 
Spinal Disorders courses. With this 
award, Ford joins a distinguished group 
of faculty and clinical mentors in 
orthopaedic physical therapy.
Dr. Joanne Sadler presented a paper 
at the Oxford University Roundtable 
Conference on Early Childhood Education 
and Literacy in Oxford, England on 
March 12, 2007. The paper focused on 
the lifelong benefits that children will 
enjoy if they are enrolled in good early 
pre-school programs. 
Her paper addressed 
some of the issues that 
face the establishment 
of such program, such 
as funding and bureau­
cracy These challenges 
persist despite the 
research that indicates 
the advantages for children that early 
school programs provide in terms of 
preparation for academic success.
Sadler is an Assistant Professor of 
Education and teaches courses in Childhood 
Education and Black History. Her book 
African American History: An Introduction 
was published in February 2006 by Peter 
Lang Publishers. The book is also avail­
able in the Daemen College bookstore.
Dr. Joseph Sankoh has been promoted 
to Associate Professor of History and 
Government, and granted tenure. In addi­
tion, a paper Sankoh presented at Oxford 
University in the United Kingdom has
■ m -
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I been published in the
J  prestigious Oxford 
I  Journal of Forum on 
Public Policy, a global 
journal for political 
leaders, policy makers, 
and academicians. 
Sankoh’s paper was 
titled “Globalization: 
Conflict, Culture and Diversity” Sankoh 
holds a Ph.D. from the State University of 
New York at Buffalo. He also holds an 
M.A.I.S. from Fairleigh Dickinson 
University, and Master’s and Bachelor of 
Arts Degrees from the State University of 
New York College at Cortland.
Dr. Sankoh has also recently returned 
from a conference on people-to-people 
ambassadors for political scientists in China 
and Hong Kong.
Dr. Bruce Shields, 
Chair of the Daemen 
Education Department, 
has been promoted 
to Associate Professor, 
and granted tenure. 
Shields holds a Ph.D. 
and an M.Ed. from 
the University at 
Buffalo. He also holds a Master’s degree 
from the University at Missouri, and a 
B.S. from Slippery Rock University.
Dr. Kevin Telford, 
Associate Professor 
of French, and most 
recently Chair of the 
Daemen Department 
of Foreign Languages, 
has been appointed 
the next Dean of 
Arts and Sciences, 
effective for the 2007-2008 academic 
year. Telford holds a Ph.D. and a Master 
of Arts degree from the University of 
Georgia. His Bachelor of Arts is from 




Daemen Joins with St. John the Baptist 
Church to Open Early Childhood Center 
on Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus
The Great Strides Early Childhood 
Center, a much-needed asset for 
Buffalo, opened in March at the 
Reverend Dr. Bennett W Smith, Sr. 
Family Life Center on the Buffalo 
Niagara Medical Campus on Michigan 
Avenue. Formerly the Early Childhood 
Center at Roswell Park, the Center’s 
new identity and expanded enrollment 
is the result of a partnership with the 
Daemen College Center for Sustainable 
Communities and Civic Engagement, 
the Thomas Reynolds Center for 
Special Education and After-School 
Programs at Daemen College, and St. 
John the Baptist Church. Through the 
partnership, Daemen College staff, 
students, and faculty will be engaged 
in early childhood education, health 
services, and after-school programs in 
one central location.
Support for the Early Childhood 
Center and the Family Life Center was 
provided, in part, through a Special 
Project grant of $327,360 awarded to 
Daemen College through the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development; the grant was obtained 
through the efforts of Congressman 
Tom Reynolds (R-26th District). In 
addition, major program support for 
the Early Childhood Center was 
provided by the John R. Oishei 
Foundation, the NYS Family Benefits 
Program, and the Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute. The Rev. Michael Chapman, 
pastor of St. John the Baptist Church, 
noted that the new Early Childhood 
Center is yet another step in bringing 
much needed services to Buffalo’s Fruit 
Belt neighborhoods.
Daemen College Students’ Campus 
Environmental Efforts Recognized 
by National Wildlife Federation for 
Second Straight Year
Daemen College has received a second 
straight National Wildlife Federation 
Campus Ecology recognition award. 
Daemen is also to be included in the 
17th edition of the NWF Campus 
Ecology Yearbook. The 2006 award 
is based in part on the efforts of 
Daemen students enrolled in Campus 
Environmental Service Learning during 
the Fall of 2005.
The students conducted initial 
energy use estimates for several 
Daemen College buildings and began 
an education campaign to encourage
campus energy conservation. This year, 
Daemen is continuing environmental 
education efforts by participating 
in Recyclemania, Campus Climate 
Challenge and Focus the Nation.
Among the one dozen other col­
leges and universities recognized were 
American University, Williams College, 





A  Long 
Journey 




Tania Berrios is a success story 
whose ship set sail when, at the 
age of 15, she made the coura­
geous decision to leave her native 
Cuba for America -  traveling 
here on a raft made of bamboo 
and tires, tied together with rope. 
The teenager was determined to 
make a better life for herself -  
and ultimately for others -  
and she knew that wouldn’t be 
possible in Cuba.
Now, at 28, Tania is a 2007 
graduate of Daemen’s master’s 
degree program in Physician 
Assistant Studies, and has a family 
practice position lined up in 
Orlando, Florida. And when she 
wasn’t studying, doing medical 
rotations, working out daily at the 
YWCA, or reading romance novels
to relax, she was busy in her role as 
First Lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
Reserves.
Tania literally set sail for the United 
States in 1994 on that makeshift raft, 
braving the treacherous waters for 
four days, until the U.S. Coast Guard 
showed up and squired her and 
some friends who accompanied her to 
Guantanamo Bay for 15 days, after 
which she spent five months in a 
refugee camp in Panama, where she 
celebrated her 16th birthday.
Her Family Didn't Know
Her family, which includes six half- 
brothers and sisters and her separated 
mother and father, had no idea of 
Tania’s plan to leave Cuba. As this 
article was being prepared, she hadn’t 
seen her family in some 15 years, 
though they occasionally shared photos 
and phone conversations.
Tania’s sister, Leyamis -  seven years 
her senior -  was already living in the 
United States, and Tania stayed with 
her at her Miami home for a period 
of time. She attended high school 
in Miami for a very brief period, 
then moved to Kissimmee, where she 
graduated from school in 1997 -  and 
joined the U.S. Army seven days later.
“I didn’t know much about the system,” 
says Tania, “and when a recruiter called 
me, it sounded appealing.” She soon 
found herself in boot camp in Missouri, 
where she was in advanced individual 
training to become a medic. On active 
military duty for four years, she started 
at FourtDrum near Watertown, N.Y, 
working in a family practice clinic, then 
an urgent care center, and finally in 
obstetrics-gynecology. It would prove to 
be excellent training for the education 
she would eventually enjoy at Daemen.
Tania went on to study math and
science at Jefferson Community College in 
Watertown and, in May 2001, was out 
of the military while her college credits 
transferred to the State University of 
New York (SUNY) at Potsdam, from 
which she received a bachelor’s degree 
in biology with a minor in chemistry. 
She joined Reserve Officers Training 
Corps (ROTC) while at Potsdam and 
entered the Army Reserve, where she 
became a commissioned officer and is 
today a First Lieutenant. “A friend told 
me it would be a good idea,” Tania says 
of her decision to join ROTC. “And if I 
ever got deployed, I would go and do 
what I needed to do and come back.”
"I'm Better Able to Deal 
with Life"
What Tania knew she had to do was to 
go to physician assistant (PA) school. 
“PAs are the mainstay of medical care in 
the service,” she explains. “I wanted a 
master’s degree in the field, but only 
two colleges in New York State offered 
it. Not only was Daemen affordable, but 
the professors are great, and I liked 
the small class size. It helps having 
experience before you come into a PA 
program,” she adds. “I’m glad I’m older 
and not 22. I’m better able to deal with 
life and death and social and psychoso­
cial problems, all of which are a part of 
medical care.”
Tania notes that her training at 
Daemen “was great. I loved it -  it was 
another reason I chose to attend Daemen. 
The professors are excellent and down to 
earth. They give you their time and are 
always willing to answer your questions 
quickly by e-mail or in person. I would 
recommend the program to anyone.”
Yes, she thought about becoming a 
full-fledged physician, but that prospect 
would take too long, while, as a PA,
“I can at the same time still have a life
14
-  and I’ll get to see my family sooner.” 
She’s hoping to see them sometime 
next year.
The future? When Daemen Today 
chatted with Tania for this story, she 
was preparing for an upcoming inter­
view at a family practice in Orlando
-  a location not only desirable because 
bilingual PAs are in demand, but also 
because “I prefer the warmer weather!”
Tania also leans toward family care 
because you can provide medical care 
while also discussing problems with 
patients, and offering preventive care 
ideas. And once she hits her stride and 
finds her comfort zone, Tania says she 
wants to do some form of volunteer 
work. Consistent, it’s clear, with her 
selfless nature, and the determined 
spirit that took her from a makeshift raft 
in the Atlantic Ocean to a journey of a 
very different kind.
Chris Bergsten
Chris Bergsten is a 23-year-old senior 
history major at Daemen, and a biblio­
phile (that would be library science).
He hopes to pursue graduate studies 
in that field at the State University 
of New York at Buffalo (UB). Chris 
received his bachelor’s degree from 
Daemen in June. Professional library 
work seems the perfect fit for Chris, 
who loves history and has a passion 
for books.
“I am definitely a bibliophile,” says 
the East Amherst, New York resident. 
Bom with cerebral palsy, Chris explains 
he developed faster mentally than 
physically -  and was reading by the 
time he was one year old!
After graduating from Williamsville 
South High School, he came to Daemen 
considering a pre-law major, then
switched to history. “My interests 
floated in that direction,” as he puts it, 
attributing that to his love of reading. 
His extensive home library is stocked 
with fictional and non-fiction history 
books, plus plenty of science fiction 
and mysteries.
Chris maintained an academically 
excellent record -  he graduated with 
honors -  and owes “an overwhelmingly 
positive experience at Daemen” to great 
instructors and many key staff people.
A  Chance to Give Back
“Also, I couldn’t have gotten where 
I am without The Learning Center 
at Daemen and the fine people who 
work there,” Chris acknowledges. 
“Danielle LaMarre, assistant Learning 
Center coordinator, is responsible for 
making sure accommodations are 
administered as they need to be. She 
and Carol McPhillips, Coordinator of 
The Learning Center, were really a big 
help to me.”
As far as helping people, another 
name must be added: Chris Bergsten 
himself. Each fall semester, Chris 
teamed up with Daemen’s physical 
therapy department as a guest demon­
strator in clinical exposure classes, 
devoted to neurological disabilities.
PT students had the opportunity to 
take measurements and learn from 
Chris as a case study.
“I did my part to bring in the new 
generation of physical therapists,” says 
Chris, selflessly. “It was a chance for 
me to give back. And Dr. Mary Rose 
Franjoine (assistant professor of physi­
cal therapy) has also worked with me 
on a one-on-one basis. She was very 
kind to do that.”
Chris’ interests beyond the class­
room include membership in Daemen’s 






video games, and an eclectic taste in 
music -  from jazz to hits of the 1950s 
to the Beatles.
Future Librarian
The future will hopefully include accept­
ance into the UB library studies department, 
although Chris is less than enamored with 
that campus’ access issues -  he says the 
university’s behemoth north campus in 
Amherst is a challenge to navigate. But 
rather than applying to graduate school 
just yet, Chris says he wants first to 
ensure that he gets his thesis and gradua­
tion firmly in his rear view mirror before 
heading out on his future path. Chris is 
someone who has never let any setbacks 
keep him down. His ambition is to 
become an academic librarian, either in 
research, collections, or acquisitions. And 
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Activist
Opens Academie Festival
A .  Robert E Kennedy Jr., senior attorneyJr  
for the Natural Resources Defense 
Council, chief prosecuting attorney 
for the Hudson Riverkeeper and 
president of Waterkeeper Alliance, 
delivered a fierce defense of respon­
sible use of the environment, in his 
lengthy remarks as the keynote 
speaker for the 2007 Daemen 
College Academic Festival.
Kennedy, whose appearance at 
Daemen was made possible by 
Robert Warren and the Estate of 
Rupert Warren, is also a clinical 
professor and supervising attorney 
at Pace University School of Law’s 
Environmental Litigation Clinic and 
is co-host of Ring of Fire on Air 
America Radio. Earlier in his career, 
he served as assistant district attorney 
in New York City. He has worked on 
several political campaigns, including 
the presidential campaigns of Edward 
M. Kennedy in 1980, A1 Gore in 
2000, and John Kerry in 2004.
In his remarks, Kennedy reinforced 
his reputation as a resolute defender 
of the environment. Named one of 
Time magazine’s “Heroes for the 
Planet” for his success in helping 
Riverkeeper lead the fight to restore 
the Hudson River, he told the audi­
ence of nearly 700 that sustainable 
use of our natural resources does not 
run counter to economic growth.
I 4
“We do not want our government 
to run businesses and corporations -  
they’re not very good at that. Nor do 
we want corporations to run our 
government. We need to follow a 
middle course, with responsible use 
of the environment, coupled with 
laws that allow corporations to com­
pete nationally, and internationally.” 
Kennedy has worked on environ­
mental issues across the Americas; he 
is credited with leading the fight to 
protect New York City’s water supply. 
He also helped lead the fight to turn 
back the anti-environmental legisla­
tion during the 104th Congress.
Among Mr. Kennedy’s published 
books are the New York Times best­
seller Crimes Against Nature (2004) 
and The Riverkeepers (1997). 
Kennedy is a graduate of Harvard 
University. He studied at the 
London School of Economics and 
received his law degree from the 
University of Virginia Law School. 
Following graduation, he attended 
Pace University School of Law, where 
he was awarded a master’s degree in 
environmental law.
Above: RFK Jr. signing over 100 copies of 
this latest book, Crimes Against Nature, in 
Wick Center following his talk on April 25.
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Daemen Lady Wildcats
Stolen Gets Coach of Year Nod
By Paul .Chimera
Sometimes life can be bittersweet. In the case of the recently concluded 
Daemen women’s basketball season, it 
was, at times, sweet as cherry chip ice 
cream, and sour as a swig of lemon juice.
Coach Dave Skolen notes that the 
season began “with some adversity,” 
evert though he said there was the 
potential for it to be one of the Lady 
Wildcats’ best seasons ever -  with five 
seniors on the squad -  and the very real 
possibility of winning the national 
championship. Then the lemon juice 
started flowing.
the nationals -  no small feat. “The sen­
iors especially are to be commended,” 
Skolen says, “including Alison LaPoint, 
Germany Jackson, and Timyra Hudson. 
Being able to go to the nationals four 
years in a row speaks for itself.”
Skolen emphasizes that this past 
year was Daemen’s top senior class ever.
Depp Becomes All-Time Scorer
Allison Depp, a standout Wildcat, tore 
the anterior cruciate ligament in her 
knee. Ironically, in the game in which 
this season-ending accident for her 
occurred, she became Daemen’s all-time 
leading scorer and rebounder.
As if that wasn’t hard enough for the 
team to deal with, Skolen says, just four 
days later the team was hit with another 
tom ligament disaster, this time the vic­
tim being Christa Kufel. But if you think 
that doomed the team’s winning spirit -  
and winning streak -  guess again.
“It was hard for the team to deal 
with,” says Coach Skolen, “but, I was so 
proud of the way the team dealt with 
this adversity. Right after the injuries 
they were a little shaky. But then they 
won 13 games in a row.! And ended up 
13 and 1 and went on to win the AMC 
North, 27 and 7 overall.”
It’s now been four years in a row that 
the women’s basketball team has gone to
Skolen Is 'Coach of the Year'
All this team effort and success owes in 
no small measure to Coach Skolen, of 
course, and his leadership has not gone 
unrecognized. He was named Coach of 
the Year, voted on by the league’s 18 
coaches. It is not the first time the , 
coach has been so honored. Said a 
modest Skolen: “Good players make a 
coach look like he knows what he’s 
doing.”
Honors also got passed around to 
Germany Jackson, who was named 
player of the year of the AMC North 
and also Second Team All-American. 
Alison LaPoint was a First Team All- 
Crinference and Honorable Mention 
All-American.
And now Skolen is in the process of 
recruiting for next season. “We’ll have a 
strong recruiting class and well continue 
to be successful,” Skolen projects. “But it 
will be tough to replace this senior class.”
Germ any Jackson
THANK YOU FOR YOUR INVESTMENT!
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I Je  wan Stroud stands six-feet, two-
L/ inches tall — and he’s racking up a 
stack of awards nearly as high!
The Daemen Wildcats men’s basket­
ball team guard-forward was named 1st 
team All-American Mideast Conference 
and Honorable Mention All-American 
for the National Association of 
intercollegiate Athletics (NA1A).
Stroud, who transferred from Erie 
Community College in Buffalo and is a 
graduate of Buffalo’s Seneca High School,
was 5th in the league in scoring, at 19 *  
points per game. He was second in steaLs, '  
10th in 3-point goals, and averaged 4.2 
rebounds and 2.5 assists. That’s hustling!
Despite these impressive statistics 
and accolades, coach Don Silveri char­
acterized the season as “very frustrating, 
as we started very well but due to 
unfortunate circumstances lost three 
front-line players and struggled the rest 
of the way.” The team did qualify for 
the playoffs, but lost in the first round.
winning is 
more than just
besting the other team -  it’s about 
developing self-discipline, character, 
and personal fulfillment, in Dewan 
Stroud’s case, he’s standing a lot taller 
than 6-foot-2 these days!
Homecoming (November 2-4, 2007) will mark the height of 
our 60th Anniversary Celebration. As in past years the Lord 
Amherst Basketball Tournament will take place that week­
end as well as activities that include something for everyone 
to enjoy. A committee of alumni, students, faculty and staff 
are working together to organize a homecoming that will 





It has been 60 years since Sister Antoinette and Sister 
Gonzaga received approval from the bishop of the Diocese of 
Buffalo to establish a liberal arts college for women. While 
the small women’s college evolved through the next three 
decades with new facilities, new enrollment criteria and a 
new name, the founding principles were still very much evi­
dent -  if not more so. Now three additional decades have 
passed. Today enrollment is strong and progress 
continues. With the construction of the new Center for 
Information, Research, and Community Programs beginning, 
the college is moving forward to ensure the next 60 years is 
as impressive as the first 60 years.
Earlier in the fall we will recognize our Distinguished 
Alumni. Nominations for Distinguished Alumni Awards are 
right around the comer. Start thinking about who you would 
like to nominate. We honor alumni who embody the Rosary 
Hill/Daemen College tradition of service to the community, 
the college and career. I would like to thank the 2006 
honorees who truly represent the best and brightest of 
our alumni: The Honorable Lynn Marinelli ’85, Thomas 
Koestler ’75, Ph.D., De Sales Hattenberger ’59, OSF, Dr. 
Jennifer Gurske de Perio ’99, MS ’02, and Margaret Quinn 
Popiolkowski ’73. At the ceremony the recipients all spoke 
highly of the education they received at Daemen and how it 
shaped their lives. In keeping with the 60th anniversary cel­
ebration we would like to make this year’s Distinguished 
Alumni Awards Dinner special by including more alumni on 
the event planning and selection committees.
Daemen has evolved into a center for learning that has touched 
the personal and professional lives of over 10,000 alumni. You 
are a part of that. Let’s make sure that our alumni are part of 
the celebration. We welcome your input! Check the alumni 
web site: alumni.daemen.edu for more information, and if you 
would like to serve on one of the committees please contact me 








The Class of 1957 is celebrating their 70th class reunion 
on September 29th. Is this an anniversary year for you? 
This year we are- celebrating class reunions for the 
Rosary Hill College classes of 1957, 1902, 1907, and 
1972 and the Daemen College classes of 1977, 1982, 
1987, 1992, 1997, and 20 0 2 . Share accomplishments 
and reminisce with old friends about your college years.
If you are interested in helping to organize your 
reunion, please contact the Alumni Relations Office at 
(716) 879-8772 or sschlifk@daemen.edu.
Save the 2
Do you remember Dave Binder performing while 
you attended Daemen College? This year during 
Homecoming and Family Weekend he is back by 
popular demand!
H om ecom ing and Fam ily W eekend is scheduled for 
N ovem ber 2 -4 ! M any fun activities are planned for 
this year’s event. There w ill be som ething for everyone. 
Here is ju s t a sam ple o f the planned events:
y  60th  Anniversary W elcom e Party 
•  Jam es Taylor Fire &  Rain C oncert by Dave Binder 
& The Lord A m herst Basketball Tournam ent 
Casino Cabaret
T his year we are form ing a H om ecom ing C om m ittee to 
help plan the festivities and encourage alum ni to attend. 
If you are interested in  being part o f the com m ittee, 
please contact Alum ni Relations at (7 1 6 ) 8 3 9 -8 3 7 2  or 
sschlifk@ daem en.edu.
Attention Alumni
The Co-op & Career Development Center is running out 
of room to house our 50+ years worth of credentials files!
Many of the files we have in our office -  mostly from Education majors -  are inactive and have been dormant for years (even 
decades). Therefore, the Co-op &  Career Development Center is initiating a new policy: If you have a credential file in the Co-op &  
Career Development Center that is 20 or more years old and has had no activity for the last 20 years, your file is considered inactive 
(by "activity" we mean that you have updated your file with letters of recommendation or have had your file sent out for employment 
or graduate school purposes in the last 20 years).
If you wish for us to retain your inactive file, we will need to hear from you by the end of July, 2007. You may contact 
Maureen Huber, Director, at mhuber@daemen.edu or Regina Rexford, Secretary, at rrexford@daemen.edu or call the Co-op &  
Career Development Center at (716) 839-8334.
For current students or alumni who maintain active (created, updated or sent out in the last 20  years) credential files 
in our office, you need not contact us, as your active file will be retained for 20 years. Please note that your credential files 
contains letters of recommendation and student teaching or teaching evaluations; it does not contain transcripts (those are 
housed in the office of Records and Registration).
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De Sales Hattmberger '59, Q.S.F (R) accepting 
a bouquet from Armmarie George, a member 
of the Class of ’66 and Secretary of the Daemeri 
College/Rosary Hill Board of Governors.
Lynn Marinelli ’85, accepts the 2006 Daemen 
College Distinguished Alumna Award from 
Daemen President Dr. Martin Anismari.
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Lynn Marinelli, one of the most well- 
known elected leaders in Erie County, 
represents the County Legislature’s 11th 
District, encompassing portions of North 
Buffalo, Kenmore, and Tonawanda. First 
elected to the Legislature in 1996, she has 
won re-election five times, and is presently 
Chair of the Legislature. Lynn served as
Majority Leader in 2004/2005; she 
initiated the Charter Review Commission 
to bring about reforms and fiscal stability 
to Erie County government. Lynn’s long 
record of involvement in Western New 
York community service included her 
efforts that created a Management and 
Restoration Plan for Buffalos historic 
Olmsted Parks.
De Sales Mattenlw*î *er O.S.F. 
Outstanding Dedication 
to (lie College
De Sales Hattenberger, a member of the 
Sisters of St. Francis of Penance and 
Christian Charity, graduated from Rosary 
Hill College as a member of the Class of 
1959. Following a brief stint as a teacher, 
Sister De Sales was personally selected by 
Rosary Hill’s second president, Sister Mary 
Angela Canavan, to be the College’s first 
full-time Director of Admissions, where 
she established admissions procedures, 
and managed a recruitment staff for 18 
years. During this time, she also developed 
the Financial Aid Office, and counseled 
foreign students. From 1975-76, Sister De 
Sales was acting Assistant to the Vice
President for Student Affairs, and acting 
Assistant Director of the Higher Education 
Opportunity Program (HEOP). In 1997, 
she returned to the College as Director of 
the Annual Fund.
Sister De Sales then served as Director 
of Prospect Research and Records, before 
her retirement from Daemen in 2002.
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Outstanding Career \<4»ie\ enient 
Dr. Thomas P Koestler is executive vice 
president for global affairs and global proj­
ect management at Schering-Plough 
Research Institute, a key part of one of the 
country’s major pharmaceutical firms. His 
career accomplishments include 62 prod­
uct approvals for drugs treating medical 
conditions from arthritis and Alzheimer’s 
disease to hypertension, glaucoma, malar­
ia, and transplant rejection. Dr. Koestler 
has authored or co-authored 22 scientific 
articles and abstracts, acquired clinical 
research experience' in several divergent 
fields including rheumatology, oncology 
and pulmonary cough/colds, and produced 
one patent. At the Schering-Plough Research 
Institute, Dr. Koestler’s responsibilities include 
strengthening links between global pharma­
ceutical business operations and the research 
institute, and serving as an interface between 
the company and the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), and its counterpart 
in other countries including Japan, and the 
European Medicine Evaluation Agency.
Dr. Koestler is a self proclaimed “true- 
Buffalonian,” having grown up in Buffalo’s 
Parkside/Hertel/Starin neighborhoods. He 
credits Daemen as having cemented his 
desire to pursue a career in health care.
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JenniferGurske de Perio \11). 02
Graduate of the l ast Decade 
Jennifer Gurske de Perio has demonstrated 
outstanding commitment to the field of 
medicine, as well as her community. While 
a student at Daemen, Gurske de Perio’s long 
list of honors and accomplishments includ­
ed receiving the Daemen College President’s 
Leadership Award and the Daemen College 
Physical Therapy Faculty Recognition Award 
in 1999; being listed in Who’s Who Among 
American Colleges and Universities in 1998 and 
1999; making the National and Daemen 
College Dean’s List, and receiving the 
College’s Mary A. LoCurto Community 
Service Scholarship in 1997. Professionally, 
Gurske de Perio is a member of the 
Curriculum and Interview Committees, in 
the Orthopaedic Surgery Department, at the 
University at Buffalo; she is also an Assistant 
Professor at Daemen, teaching graduate- 
level courses in the Physical Therapy 
Program. In addition, she serves as a wound 
care expert and management consultant to 
the Wound Management Team at McAuley 
Seton Home Care in Cheektowaga.
Currently, Gerske de Perio is performing 
her residency in Orthopaedic surgery in the 
Kaleida Health Care System in Western New 
York. She also participates in charity and 
community-based organizations such as 
Habitat for Humanity.
Margaret ( \1 eg) Quinn
OutstandingServiee In die
Comnninitv
Margaret (Meg) Quinn ‘73, is artistic 
director of the Theatre of Youth (TOY) 
Company in Buffalo. TOY is a non-profit 
theater company dedicated to “the 
enhancement of life in the community 
through the enrichment, education, and 
entertainment of young audiences.” The 
theater group began at Rosary Hill College 
in 1973, when two professors decided 
to start a children’s theater and invited 
Meg -  a senior at the time -  to join.
“The company literally started in a 
closet, on the second floor of Daemen 
Theatre,” says Meg. “We had a.broom 
closet, a manual typewriter, a file cabinet, 
and a chair. We held garage sales to raise 
money, and kept the earnings in a cigar 
box under my desk.”
TOY is now in its 33rd year of delight­
ing elementary school-age children; Meg 
has been involved for 21 of those years, 
and has earned a graduate degree from the 
International Studies for Creativity pro­
gram at Buffalo State College. Combined 
with her foundation in theater from Rosary 
Hill, and her affinity for acting, writing, 
and the magic of children’s special spirit, 
it has helped her lead TOY to the strong 
community profile it enjoys today as a 
Western New York community jewel.
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Building, connectioi
Being an Ambassador
has been a very positive experi­
ence fo r me. As a group, we 
really do what we set out to  do 
-  to bring Daemen studen ts 
and alumni together"
Alumni Ambassadors are visible on 
campus. They can be identified by 
bright yellow shirts at events.. .they also 
deliver birthday cakes to students, host 
a Resume Workshop coordinated with 
the Career Office... and even run the 
Easter Bunny Brunch for alumni and 
families each spring! The campus leader­
ship group -  linked to the Alumni 
Office -  is designed to foster positive 
relations between the current students 
at Daemen and alumni. As campus 
emissaries, Alumni Ambassadors repre­
sent the best and brightest students on 
campus jj students who are committed 
to doing whatever it takes to make 
alumni events memorable.
According to Sarah Beth Pilch, ’09, 
being an Alumni Ambassador has 
allowed her to “develop a heart toward
“I heard that phrase once at a 
leadership conference, and it really 
struck me. Being an Ambassador means 
that in a way, I am like a public 
servant; any way I can help, I will.”
Sarah Beth has had the opportunity 
to assist at a variety of alumni events 
in the last year, including holiday par­
ties, camping trips, and speaker visits 
to the campus.
“The most exciting event was at 
Dr. Anisman’s residence. As an Alumni 
Ambassador, I was allowed to help at 
the holiday party. I had the opportunity 
to mingle with the Board of Trustees, 
and 1 got to meet original Rosary Hill 
alumni, who really gave me a glimpse 
into life when Daemen was Rosary 
Hill College.”
Sarah Beth believes that as Chief 
Alumni Ambassador, she has also had
“\bove, From Left Shannon Pelow, Nathan Rush, Jessica Signonno, John M ake« ki, Aihlej Sisshr 
Lisa Covey, Nicole Sheehan. Top Row: Damian Desbordes, Lauren Metzger.
o u t a t Alumni functions, I am 
also gaining skills th a t I can use 
m y en tire  life ."
"It's  a g re a t  way to  rea lly
experience
th e  whole range o f campus 
life  a t Daemen."
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^S&Kfl^usan Conners ’69 was staffing 
a Tourette Syndrome Association table 
at a Buffalo health fair back in the 
mid-1980s, when a woman approached 
her and inquired, in all seriousness, 
about mini-tours to nearby Niagara Falls.
After patiently explaining that the 
association’s purpose was educating the 
public about a neurological disorder 
afflicting some 200,000 Americans 
and not operating tour buses, Sue had 
a chilling thought: “Boy, have we got a 
long way to go!”
She laughs about that long-ago 
incident now, but only in an anecdotal 
way, because it underscores what much 
of the 1969 Daemen College— it was 
Rosary Hill back then— graduate’s
lifework has been about: creating 
public understanding about what TS 
is and isn’t, and how educators can 
work with youngsters afflicted with TS 
to insure they have the best possible 
learning environment.
To that end Sue has traveled the 
length and breadth of the country and 
beyond, making presentations to educa­
tors and parents of TS-afflicted youth, 
conducting in-school training sessions 
on all levels, including collegiate.
An example is a presentation Sue 
made at Purdue University’s College 
of Education in February, entitled 
“Tourette Syndrome and Associated 
Disorders in the Classroom: A 
Workshop for Educators and Allied 
Professionals.”
Sue has done hundreds of presen­
tations about TS, mainly after she 
retired as a Williamsville Central 
School French teacher in 2002, after 
33 years in the classroom. Since retire­
ment she’s become employed in a sec­
ond career, as an educational specialist 
for the national Tourette Syndrome 
Association.
In 1984 she founded the Western 
New York TSA chapter and has been 
its only president. Recently it was 
renamed the Greater New York 
Chapter because it covers the entire 
state north of New York City. Five 
years ago Sue was presented with 
Daemen’s Distinguished Alumni 
Award for her work in the field.
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“The association tells me the only 
two states I haven’t been to are North 
Dakota and Delaware, and we recently 
started a TS chapter in Puerto Rico,” 
she related.
Sue has a vested interest in 
Tourette Syndrome. “I have Tourette 
Syndrome, as do my five siblings 
and several other family members.
My mother also had TS.
“I started with TS when I was six. I 
was the second oldest in the family 
and it never got diagnosed until I was 
36. I found out by watching a (med­
ical) television drama called Quincy 
and they did a show on TS. It was like 
watching my life flash before me,” Sue 
continued.
At the show’s end they displayed 
the national TSAs address and phone 
number on the screen. “I called the 
next day and they gave me the name 
of a doctor in Rochester who handled 
TS cases. It took three months to 
get an appointment, he was so busy,” 
Sue said.
What is Tourette Syndrome and 
how is it manifested?
Essentially TS is a neurobiological 
disorder— as opposed to a disease—  
characterized by tics— involuntary, 
rapid, sudden movements and/or 
vocal outbursts that occur repeatedly. 
Symptoms can change periodically in 
number, frequency, type and severity 
and may disappear for weeks or 
months at a time. Common motor tics 
include eye blinking, head jerking, 
shoulder shrugging, and facial grimac­
ing. Vocal activity can involve throat 
clearing, sniffing, and tongue clicking.
There is no known cause but con­
siderable evidence points to abnormal 
metabolism of at least one brain 
chemical called dopamine. Genetic 
studies indicate that TS is inherited as 
a dominant gene, with a 50-50 chance 
of a parent passing it on to a child. 
Boys are three to four times more like­
ly to have TS than girls.
Diagnosis comes from observing 
symptoms and evaluating their history.
"t learned  aboutt Rosary Hill from, m,y 
gudolfliA/ce counselor, f w aited a sm,aIt 
school av d̂ whei/v Rosary Hi It gave m,e a 
fu ll  scholarship f jumped at the chai/vce. 
it was the otA,ly way I eouid go to college."
Blood tests, X-rays, CT scans, or other 
medical testing don’t detect TS. Because 
diagnosis is difficult, many cases may 
go undetected or are treated as some­
thing else. There’s no cure, although 
some medications help victims control 
their symptoms, but it may take time 
to find the right one and determine 
dosage. And, the TSA notes, “Almost 
all of the medications prescribed for 
TS do not have a specific FDA indica­
tion for the disorder.”
Most TS sufferers go on to lead 
productive lives in their chosen pro­
fession and can anticipate a normal 
life span. Sue is an active example.
The affliction draws its name from a 
French physician— today he would be 
a neurologist— named Georges Gilles 
de la Tourette, who defined the syn­
drome of motor and vocal tics in nine 
patients in 1885.
“It’s a brain chemical imbalance, 
as with Parkinson’s Disease. With 
Parkinson’s people get too little
Senior Yearbook photo, 1969.
I V
Susan Conners accepted a 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
in Beverly Hills, California, 
in recognition of her work 
on behalf of children with 
Tourette's Syndrome.
dopamine; we get too much of it,” 
Conners explained. “TS usually starts 
manifesting itself between age five and 
seven and the disease worsens in the 
teenage years when the body is going 
through many other changes associated 
with adolescence,” she noted. Once past 
puberty the disease frequently slacks 
off and in a small minority of cases 
symptoms remit completely in adult­
hood. “I still have it— my motor tics. 
I’m ticking right now,” she laughed dur­
ing an interview.
“Socially and emotionally it can be 
quite difficult but for me it tended not 
to. In school it was difficult for me to
write— take notes in class— so I made 
up my own shorthand. But I never felt 
it was dangerous to drive and I still 
have tics when I drive, or am shaking 
my head as if I’m saying ‘no,’” she 
added.
However, in extreme cases— TS’ 
severity varies by the individual— “motor 
tics can be very painful, or even harm­
ful, and when you’re younger your tics 
change all the time,” according to 
Conners.
TS can be especially disrupting in 
school. “Most of the kids go through a 
regular course of education, but many 
have special accommodations—
extended time for taking tests, or 
doing it in a separate location so as 
not to disturb others.” Because TS is a 
neurological disorder many students 
“may have other disorders, such as a 
compulsive disorder, and may need 
special accommodations. I have learn­
ing disabilities that were never diag­
nosed,” Conners points out.
Part of her work in schools 
involves doing Individual Education 
Plans, or IEP’s, for particular students. 
She also spends considerable time 
“educating the educators” about what 
TS is and isn’t and how to handle it in 
the classroom.
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“We also in-service kids—make 
presentations to kids because TS 
students get a lot of peer rejection. 
Middle school can be a cruel time 
anyway,” she said.
“We try to show how everyone is 
different, and the kids are wonderful 
about understanding when told about 
it. Some people were actually afraid 
of people with TS. It’s the basic fear 
of the unknown,” Sue continued. In 
educating the educators, Sue points 
out that while there are, no clinical 
diagnostic tools, teachers can pass 
TS information along to parents. 
“They know something is wrong
and have had the child to three 
separate doctors, who didn’t know 
what it was, either.”
When Sue discusses her TS work 
and how important understanding 
and tolerance is, she draws on her 
Daemen and pre-Daemen experiences. 
“I’m a strong person and TS is part 
of me and there’s nothing I can do 
about that. There’s an old saying about 
making lemonade from lemons. I 
make lemon pie,” she laughs.
Sue grew up on a farm in Malone, 
New York, a small town in the 
Adirondacks, near the Canadian 
border. She completed her early
Sue Conners has traveled to 48 of the 50 states in 
her work for the Tourette Syndrome Association.
education in a one-room schoolhouse 
along with three siblings, all of whom 
had TS. “We all had the same teacher 
and she taught us with her heart,”
Sue recalled.
“My family struggled with this 
disease, and we almost lost a niece 
because of it,” Sue said, recalling 
that the girl’s tics involved a fear of 
choking that led her to refrain from 
eating for a time. In those days travel 
was something Sue hardly knew. “A 
trip to Syracuse was a big deal and 
I don’t think I was out of New York
until I got to college,” she recalled.
While her high school had more 
than one room, it was still small, an 
environment where she was comfort­
able and TS wasn’t a major issue.
“I learned about Rosary Hill from my 
guidance counselor. I wanted a small 
school and when Rosary Hill gave 
me a full scholarship I jumped at the 
chance. It was the only way I could 
go to college.”
Sue started as a mathematics major 
as a freshman, but switched to French 
in her second year. “In northern New 
York there is a lot of French spoken 
and there was a French influence in 
my family. My grandmother’s name 
was Lafayette,” she pointed out.
Sue spent her junior year studying 
in France at the Faculte de Lettres at 
the University of Lyon, where she
earned a Certificat d’Etudes de Letters. 
Upon her return, Sue student-taught 
in the Williamsville School District and 
received her Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Daemen in 1969, In 1974 she 
earned a Master of Education degree in 
secondary French education from the 
University at Buffalo.
“I student-taught at Mill Middle 
School and they hired me after my 
student teaching there. She stayed in 
the district teaching French for 33 
years until retiring in 2002.
For 13 years she also chaired the 
district’s Second Language Department, 
and served for 12 years on the 
Williamsville Teachers Association 
Board of Directors. Sue still lives in 
Amherst only a couple of miles from 
campus and has been active in her 
condominium association for years.
“I have many good memories of 
Daemen. I loved the program in France 
and for 25 years I took students to 
France in the summer. It all started 
with Daemen.
“My teachers were all pretty toler­
ant of me; they were very understand­
ing, and the classes were small. They 
didn’t know why I did this (ticking) 
but it wasn’t a problem. I also had a 
close-knit group of friends who were 
extremely tolerant. They’d stick with 
you,” Sue remembered.
She was particularly fond of the 
French dormitory where French 
majors lived together after their fresh­
man year. “It was right on Campus 
Drive and I lived there with the same 
kids my sophomore and senior years. 
They got to know me as a person and 
it helped boost my confidence and
Her vnost current 
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Sue began her work with TS long 
before she retired from teaching 
French, but joined the TSA staff shortly 
after retirement. In addition to doing 
hundreds of presentations, Sue has 
appeared on several local and national 
television programs including ABCs 
20/20 and has earned numerous 
awards both for teaching and her 
Tourette work. She has also been a 
presenter/keynote speaker at confer­
ences for the Tourette Syndrome 
Foundation of Canada, and the first 
International Tourette Syndrome 
Conference in Oslo, Norway, and 
did a series of TS workshops in seven 
Norwegian cities on a grant from the 
Norwegian government. Later this 
year she’s presenting in Spain. Much 
of her U.S. travel has been funded 
by a grant from the National Center 
for Disease Control to the TSA. In 
addition to personal appearances,
Sue has published and/or produced 
CDs and DVDs for the TSA on 
such subjects as “Learning Problems 
and the Child with TS,” “A Regular 
Kid, that’s Me,” an in-service video 
for educators, and “The Educator’s 
Curriculum for Understanding 
Tourette Syndrome and Educating 
Children with the Disorder.”
Her most current video, “I Have 
Tourette but Tourette Doesn’t Have 
Me,” a documentary seen on HBO, 
won an Emmy Award last August. 
“There are many misconceptions 
about Tourette. That’s why I’m work­
ing. My job is to work with educators. 
The NCDC grant allows me to travel 
and teach. Plus, I have the educational 
background as a teacher and I love 
being in the classroom,” Sue says.
When she isn’t working, Sue admits 
to a love of reading and travel. More 
than once a year she hops on a plane 
to the U.K. for personal reasons.
And, she still recalls the headline 
in Malone’s weekly newspaper when 
she spent her junior year at Daemen 
studying in France. Something along 
the lines of “Keeping them down on 
the farm, after they’ve seen Paree.”
Note: More information on Tourette 
Syndrome can be obtained by logging 




Noreen Kiggins Pitts, ’63, Mathematics, 
is a retired high school math teacher. Both 
she and her husband Jim are now enjoying 
traveling, their seven grandchildren and 
summers at their second home in New 
Hampshire.
Marlene Frieder Merzacco, ’64, Spanish, 
had her portfolio accepted on December 13, 
2006 and has achieved National Boards for 
Professional Teaching Standards in English 
as a new language certification. She is cur­
rently the only ESL teacher in Western New 
York who is nationally certified.
Mary Alice Regan McClusky, ’67, 
Elementary Education, is a retired teacher 
and a retired nanny for her niece and 
nephew. Mary Alice enjoyed college and 
is looking forward to her 40th reunion.
She has a great-niece, Isabella Grace, 
bom October 5, 2006.
70s
Oliver Cavitt, ’75, Religious Studies, 
worked in the supply department for the 
federal government at the Naval 
Submarine Base for 20 years. While he 
was there he received the Employee of
the Quarter Award for June 2005 and the 
Employee Appreciation Award in August 
2006. Oliver has been working in the 
housekeeping department at Mohegan 
Sun Casino for the last two years. He 
received the Attendance Award in September 
2006. He has been married to Elma for 13 
years and has an 11-year-old son named 
Justin.
Anthony Violanti, ’75, English, conceived 
the idea of “The Harold Arlen Story: A 
Rainbow Journey,” which was written by his 
daughter Heather Violanti. The musical is 
based on a story Violanti wrote for First 
Sunday magazine in the Buffalo News.
This musical was shown at Musicalfare 
from April 18 to May 20.
80s
Ann Buonaccorsi Hawley, ’85, Business 
Administration, recently semi-retired from 
Stop & Shop supermarket after 11 years. 
She is currently working part-time at Lord 
& Taylor as a seasonal sales associate.
Ann Victor-Lazarus, ’87, Nursing, 
joined Erie County Medical Center in 
March 2006 as the vice president of Quality 
Outcomes. She has recently earned the 
designation of Certified Professional in 
Healthcare Risk Management. This award 
distinguishes her as being among the elite 
in a critical field of healthcare management.
Jennifer Hartmann Hatcher, ’89, 
Accounting, was recently appointed 
at Tronconi Segarra & Associates, a 
Williamsville-based accounting firm.
She was previously employed with the 
law firm of Hogan and Willig.
Sandra Eich Tuite, ’89, Nursing, and 
her husband Robert were married in their 
senior years. They have a combined family 
of three sons each and five grandchildren 
each. Sandra is retired from Strong 
Memorial Hospital where she worked 
in nursing research and medical sales for 




and her husband 
Antonio announce 
the birth of their identical twin girls, Emily 
Michele and Megan Ann, on September 9, 
2006. They join a sister, Sarah, and two 
brothers, Tyler and Daniel.
Alan Turner II, ’93, Business 
Administration, is Executive Director of 
the Association of New York State Youth 
Bureaus since July 2006. Services and pro­
grams are provided to over two million 
youths. There are 105 Youth Bureaus in 
New York State.
Tricia Truscott Williams, ’88, Medical 
Records, married Michael Williams on 
May 20, 2006. Tricia works as the director 
of health information management for 
Carle Clinic Association and Carle 
Foundation Hospital in Urbana, Illinois. 
Her husband is employed as the lighting 
director for the University of Illinois per­
forming arts center.
Jennifer Buchholtz Battista, ’95, 
Physical Therapy, married Dr. Denny 
Battista on October 3, 1998. Jennifer 
worked for Faxton Hospital and currently 
is a stay-at-home mother for her two chil­
dren, Louis and Alexa.
Connie Schmitz Ricotta, ’97, 
Accounting, was promoted to Senior 
Manager at Lumsden & McCormick, LLP, 
certified public accountants and advisors.
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Connie has over 10 years of experience 
with tax advisory services to individuals, 
corporations, and partnerships.
Julie Dill Swank, ’97, Graphic 
Design, and her husband 
William welcomed a baby girl, 
Macy Jane, on July 7, 2006.
Jeffrey Bortz, ’98, Pre-Law, 
and his wife welcomed baby 
Abbey Marie on September 1, 
2006. She joins her big broth­
er, Joshua, who is 3 years old.
Deborah Wuenschel Davignon, 
’98, Physical Therapy, married 
Richard Davignon on October 21, 2006. 
Deborah is a physical therapist in Autumn 
View Health Care Facility. Richard is 
employed in sales by Kanoodle Inc.
Kery Hettrich Harrington, ’98, 
Physical Therapy, married 
Gregg Harrington on November 4, 2006. 
Kery is employed as a physical therapist 
for Signature Home Health, Federal Way in 
Washington. Gregg is an officer in United 
States Customs and Borders Protection.
Judith Fox Myszka, ’98, Nursing, is cur­
rently employed at Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute as a Clinical Educator in the oper­
ating room.
Diana Beyer Chamberlain,
’99, Business Administration, 
and her husband Scott wel­
comed their first child, Ella 
Marie, on July 17, 2006.
Harmony Elgar DePan, ’99, Physician 
Assistant, is currently employed as a 
physician assistant in the Health Services 
Center at Dunkirk’s Resource Center’s 
Diagnostic and Treatment Clinic.
00s
Jeremy Voorhees, ’00, Physical 
Therapy and Marie Rose Smith 
Voorhees, ’02, Physical Therapy, were 
married October 7, 2006. The couple is 
employed with Core Medical Group and 
after their honeymoon they plan on work­
ing at different Core Group facilities 
throughout the country, starting in San 
Diego, California.
Keri Gronwall Brooks, ’01, 
Physical Therapy, married 
Darrin Brooks on October 14, 2006. They 
now reside in central Florida after a honey­
moon in Italy.
Melissa Krawczyk Schmidt, 
’01, Education, gave birth to 
Alexander Adam on October 
20, 2006.
(Karen Kaus Shufelt, ’01, 
Physical Therapy, married 
Stephen Shufelt on September 16, 2006 at 
Boldt Castle, Heart Island, Alexandria Bay.
Jennifer Connors, ’02, 
Physician Assistant, is 
engaged to Captain David 
Weaver who is stationed in Charlotte, NC 
with the Air National Guard. A fall 2007 
wedding is planned. They will make their 
home in South Carolina.
Daniel Cronin, ’02, Physician 
Assistant and Rachelle Colosi 
Cronin, ’06, Physician Assistant, were 
married on Sunday, August 13, 2006. They 
make their home in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, where they both are practicing 
physician assistants.
Jessica Long Mahoney, ’02, 
Physician Assistant, and her 
husband John announce the 
birth of their daughter, Emma 
Mary, on September 6, 2006.
p I
Melissa Welch Mariani, ’02, 
French Education, married 
Marc Mariani on July 8, 2006. They make 
their home in Manlius.
/ ' S k  ' Kimberly Pastwick Celotto, 
’03, Physician Assistant, 
married Joseph Celotto on September 29, 
2006. Kimberly is a Physician Assistant 
with Buffalo Cardiology and Pulmonary 
Associates.
Thomas Dzielski, ’03, 
Accounting and Mary Beth 
McVicker Dzielski, ’06, Accounting, 
were married on Saturday, September 16, 
2006. They honeymooned in Montego 
Bay, Jamaica. Thomas is assistant treasurer 
with Jack Hunt Coin Broker in Kenmore. 
Mary Beth is an accountant with Gaines 
Kriner Elliott of Williamsville. They make 
their home in Tonawanda, New York.
Karen Moronski, ’03, Mathematics, 
graduated on May 11, 2007 from the 
University of Buffalo with a Master’s degree 
in Higher Education Administration. She 
plans to attend the University of Michigan 
to pursue a Ph.D. in Higher Education 
with a concentration in Public Policy. 
Karen received a School of Education 
Scholar Award from the University of 
Michigan to fund four years of her doc­
toral studies.
Michael Petsch, ’03, Nursing, graduat­
ed in 2005 with a Master’s of Science 
degree in Nurse Anesthesia from Gannon 
University. Michael owns his own anes­
thesia practice in Chautauqua County.
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You, too, can be listed in 
the Class Notes of the next 
issue of Damai Today!
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If we notice your listing in the newspaper, 
we will send you a notice congratulating 
you and asking if you wish your news to be
announced in the next issue of Daemen 
Today. Your response will allow us to share
your good news with your fellow alumni.
| Christine Russell Pilozzi, ’03, 
Art, a substitute teacher at 
Sweet Home Schools, married Todd Pilozzi 
on September 23, 2006. They make their 
home in North Tonawanda, NY.
Christopher Symenow, ’03,
Physician Assistant and 
Kate Byrant, ’04, Health Sciences, were 
married August 26, 2006 and make their 
home in Alexandria Bay, NY. Christopher 
is a physician assistant at E.J. Noble 
Hospital, Gouvemeur, in the anesthesiolo­
gy department and an emergency medical 
technician at River Hospital. Kate is 
employed by Cardiology Associates of 
Northern New York, Watertown.
| Katherine Raah Barr, ’04, 
Special Education, married 
Michael Barr on October 14, 2006  and 
make their home in Cheektowaga, NY. 
Katherine is pursuing a master’s degree in 
literacy at Medaille College. Her husband 
is a machinist at Titan Instruments.
Andrew Chatt, ’04, Physical 
Therapy and Heather Bak,
’04 , Physical Therapy, are 
proud to announce their engagement.
A September 2008  wedding is planned.
Pamela Fallon, ’04, Education, 
announces her engagement to 
Steven Johnson. The couple is 
planning a July 12, 2008 wedding.
^Martin Scholl Jr., ’04, Special 
Education and Lisa Porter, ’05, 
Physician Assistant, were married on 
September 15, 2006. Martin currently 
works as a teacher in Heritage Heights 
School and Sweet Home School District. 
Lisa is employed as a physician assistant 
with Excelsior Orthopaedics of Amherst.
Luke Stotz, ’04, Accounting, 
announces his engagement to 
Kate Pulley. A July wedding is
Amy Wesoloski, ’04, Accounting, has 
earned the CPA designation at Dopkins 
and Company.
Kelly Stewart Whitver, ’04, Nursing, has 
been employed since 2002 at Jamestown 
Campus as a nursing instructor.
Sara Wolf, ’04, Business 
Administration, would like 
to announce her engagement 
to Eric Talbot. They plan to be married on 
June 7, 2008. Sara is currendy employed at 
Attorneys DiCerbo and Palumbo as a paralegal. 
Eric is a 5th grade teacher at Cuba Elementary 
School.
|Arin Wood, ’04, Physical 
Therapy, married Rachel 
Tallman on August 26, 2006. Arm is cur­
rently employed as a doctor of physical 
therapy at the VA Hospital in Bath. Rachel 
is currently a registered nurse at Highland 
Hospital in Rochester.
Nicole Didas, ’05, Physical 
Therapy, is engaged to Daniel 
Cumm, a mechanical engineer at 
Fisher-Price. Nicole is a senior physical ther­
apist at Legacy Health Care, LLC. The couple 
is planning a November 2007  wedding.
Andrea Fisher, ’05,
Physician Assistant, would 
like to announce her engage­
ment to Timothy Klimtzak. The couple 
plans an August 2007 wedding.
Sarah Hopkins, ’05, Accounting, was 
promoted senior accountant at Lumsden 
&  McCormick, LLP
Samantha Morse Kosiorek, ’05, 
Physician Assistant, married 
Joseph Kosiorek on September 1, 2006 at 
St. Vincent de Paul Roman Catholic Church, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario. Samantha is 
a physician assistant of surgery at Highland 
Hospital in Rochester and Joseph is an archi­
tect with the Thomas Group in Pittsford.
Jessica Suppon Ross, ’05, 
Physician Assistant and 
Shawn Ross, ’06, Physician Assistant, 
were married September 10, 2005 and 
make their home in Webster, NY. Jessica is 
currently working at Ridgewood Medical 
as a physician assistant. Shawn is working 
in emergency medicine at Newark-Wayne 
Community Hospital.
Lynzee Salerno, ’05, Natural 
Science, announces her 
engagement to Jeremy Heltemes. 
Their wedding is planned for December 
28, 2007  in Key West, Florida.
Simone Theriault, ’05, Graphic Design, 
received a graphic design position with 
Sassy Design Group of Buffalo.
S 0M>+~>T)a.na Stencel Collure, ’06, 
Physician Assistant, married 
Don Collure on September 29, 2006; 
they make their home in Buffalo, NY.
Dana is employed at Erie County Medical 
Center as a physician assistant.
Rosalind Gardner-Wise, ’06, Business 
Administration, has acquired an HR 
Administrator position with Carrier 
Corporation in Syracuse, NY.
Corinne Wurstner McGurn, 
’06, Special Education, married 
Timothy McGurn on November 11, 2006 
in Trinity United Methodist Church,
Grand Island. Corinne is a teacher 
employed by Autistic Services and her 
husband is a youth replacement and reten­
tion specialist.
Daniel Skrok, ’06, Graphic Design, was 
recently hired as a graphic designer for the 
Martin Group of Buffalo.
Andrea Weishaupt, ’06, English, has 
been employed as a lifestyles reporter for 
Metro Group, Ltd.
Vicki Wilkins, ’06, Physical Therapy, 
has been appointed to the new position of 
outpatient rehabilitation manager for the 
Jewish Home. Vicki has over 13 years of 
experience as a physical therapist and 
currently holds a Doctorate of Physical 
Therapy.
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Nancy Beecher, ’55, Art, daughter of the 
late Michael J . Sr. and Florence Beecher, 
died on January 11, 2007. Survivors 
include brother Michael J. Beecher Jr., 
niece Brittany Beecher, nephew Michael J. 
Ill and many cousins.
^ 0 ^  Eleanor M. Greenan, ’62, Sociology, 
died January 14, 2007. She was the 
m ] beloved wife of Gerald J. Greenan Jr.;
dearest mother of Gerald J. Ill, Timothy, 
Margaret Bebak, Ellen Osmanski, John, 
Catherine Webber and Joseph Greenan; 
sister of Joseph H. Conley Jr. and the late 
Eugene Conley and Kathlyn Donegan.
She was 91. Survivors include her two 
sons, Vincent P. DaLuiso and Dennis G. 
DaLuiso and brother Joseph Simini.
Joyce S. Masi Odien, ’66, Education, 
a retired teacher of 34 years, died on 
October 4, 2006 after a brief illness.
She was 61.
Sister Jean Catherine Larkin, ’67, 
Education, a former teacher and school 
principal, passed away on December 20, 
2006. She was 82.
Jill Tarczanin Zupo, ’75, Art, passed 
away on July 28, 2005 after a long illness. 
She was 51.
and Barbara Donohue of Amherst. She 
leaves behind her husband, John J. Flynn 
II; son Paul J. Schmitt, Jr.; her dearest sis­
ters, Beth Templeton and Britt White; and 
brother and sister-in-laws Gregory Flynn, 
Patrick Flynn, Marc Flynn, and Michael 
Flynn; and many nieces and nephews.
Florence Simini DaLuiso-Zoll, ’63, 
Music, founder of a volunteer group at 
the Buffalo and Erie County Botanical 
Gardens, died September 25, 2006.
Barbara Flynn, ’00, Education, passed 
away suddenly on October 27, 2006 at the 
age of 40. She was the daughter of Edwin
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Births -  your child(ren) can join our Baby Bear Club if you tell us when they were bom. We’ll send the child a letter and a 
Daemen College Baby Bear.
Memorials -  tell us of the recent death of an alum or friend of the college.
Change of Address -  let us know where you are -  we reconnect many friends to rekindle old friendships, help reunite sororities/ 
fraternities, social clubs, etc. We can’t put your old friends in touch with you if we can’t find you!
Fond Memories -  one event (or many) which you remember from your College experience. Send a message out to your friends!
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In preparation fo r  MUD—Moving Up Day, 1965, students on board
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the “Good Ship Lollipop” float.

